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“I do it because I can, I should, and most 
importantly, I want to!”

~ Wally Ruban ~

“I do it because I believe in Habitat’s model 
of involving the partner families in the 
process which is a sustainable, positive 

model for our company. I do the corporate 
team build because it strengthens our own 

team morale.”
~ Janette Millar, Quintex ~

“I do it because it’s not just building houses 
but it’s building a life for a family, team 

morale, a great sense of community and 
purpose. Who knows, you may even pick up 
the valuable life skills needed to finally use a 

hammer without hitting your fingers too!”
~ Jon Dueck, Shark Club Canada ~
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A Message from the Board Chair 
and the Chief Executive Officer

2015 was a year of innovation and change in Manitoba. 
New initiatives in 2015 include:

•	 The launching of Habitat Handyman. This new 
social enterprise is a fee based repair and renovation 
service for small to mid-sized jobs for low to middle 
income families and for our institutional partners. 
Headed by Red Seal Carpenter and Architectural 
Draftsman Jim Gnidziejko and populated by a 
combination of skilled volunteers and professional 
trades people, Habitat Handyman provides high 
quality work at very attractive prices, with the 
margin from those activities being used to help us 
help more families break the cycle of poverty. The 
service started in December and has swung into 
full operation in 2016.

•	 Implementation of our new mortgage model. 
Over the course of the last 20 years Habitat homes 
have increased 450% in value while partner 
family salaries have grown by approximately 
160% (on average). Because Habitat requires 
families to pay 25% of income to cover property 
taxes and mortgage payments, the result of the 
uneven inflation is that amortization periods were 
stretching to unsustainable lengths. Consequently, 
we changed our mortgage model from life time 
interest free to 15 years’ interest free. That period 
will allow our lowest income families, which 
consistently make their mortgage payments, to 
have more equity in the house than debt remaining 
on their mortgage, which should enable them to 
negotiate a market rate mortgage to retire the debt 
to Habitat. This will allow us to serve more families 
than ever before. 

•	 The first full year for our second ReStore. Opened 
in the summer of 2014 at the corner of Ellice and 
Wall, our second ReStore hit full stride in 2015, 
achieving a very aggressive revenue target. 

•	 Our third ReStore opens in Brandon. In January 
2015 we opened a ReStore on Rosser Avenue. This 
marks Habitat’s full return to that city as house 
construction reappeared in the fall of 2014. 

During the year we started 11 homes in Winnipeg and 
5 in Chapter locations: Brandon, Virden, Carman, 
Portage and Kenora, with 5 of those homes also being 
finished during the year. In addition, we also finished 
11 homes in Winnipeg and 8 homes outside the city 
that had been started in prior years. 

In August, we hosted the Habitat Canada National 
Board of Directors, the first time they had been in 
Winnipeg since 2011. 

Three Directors joined the Board in 2015: Jodi 
Carradice, CHRP; Roberta Stout, MA; and Angie 
Bruce, MBA. 
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“I do it because I can make an impact 
when I share my skills.”

~ Shylyte Bloodworth, Red River College ~



In 2013 Canada Mortgage and Housing (CMHC) conducted 
an in-depth survey of 1,000 Habitat homeowners from 
across the country, all of whom had been in their homes 
at least three years. They wanted to find out how life had 
changed for each family after buying their home from 
Habitat. What they learned was consistent across the 
country. The key findings are, that when compared to 
families in the same economic bracket as Habitat families 
but not in the Habitat program: 

•	 Within a very short time after moving into their home, 
Habitat children saw a marked improvement in school 
performance; 

•	 The children of Habitat families are far more likely to 
finish high school and complete some level of post-
secondary education;

•	 The families are healthier, which translates into fewer 
visits to a doctor or a hospital and fewer days missed 
from work or school; 

•	 The families become more involved in school and 
community activities;

•	 Habitat family members were far more likely to be 
employed and far less likely to require social assistance 
or food banks; and,

•	 The families were far happier and more secure.

This was wonderful information to have as it validated 
what we have been seeing for more than 25 years but 
it was qualitative. We wondered if there was a way to 
quantify the value of those improvements. Enter the 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG), a global consultancy 
with a sterling reputation. They undertook a two-year 
analysis of the question and developed a formula that 
gauged both the taxes a partner family pays and the 
costs associated with the various social programs that 
Habitat partner families do not require that families in a 
similar economic bracket utilize. 
They determined that every 
Habitat homeowner purchasing
a home in Canada in 2015 will 
save taxpayers $175,000. That 
means that the partner families 
closing their purchase in 2015 
will save Manitobans $4,000,000 
in future social service costs! 
Across Canada the amount of 
future savings from 
purchases in 2015 
only is well over
 $40,000,000.  

Impact in the Community 

“I do it because I am hooked.  Since day one I was hooked.  I still remember my first day, walking into the hall on McGregor and 
being greeted by Linda Peters and all the happy smiling faces of Habitat personnel and volunteers.  At the end of the first day, I had 
met a lot of new people, and started making new bonds that I still share to this day.  But for me it was the feeling 
that I had experienced at the end of the day, even though I hit my thumb three times and did not 
remember the third time or feel it.  I had a feeling inside of me that I had never felt before.  
Was it volunteers? The new home owners? The Habitat people? No it was a feeling that you 
had just made a profound change in someone`s life for the better, you helped give them 
a home, something that some of us have taken for granted. 

I also remember something one of the new homeowners-to-be told me; that their children 
would be the first ones in their family to own their home.  Not her or her parents or even her
grandparents had owned their own home.  But this would be theirs and that they would be 
starting a new trend for their families.

Over the years I have met many homeowners and a lot of volunteers; some of them are 
still very close friends today.  I still have that same feeling every time we dedicate a 
home to a family, or I have the pleasure of working with new volunteers, and 
contractors and yes, my many friends from Rockwood.

I thank you Habitat for Humanity for giving me that 
wondering feeling.”

~ Peter Ostash, Construction Support ~
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Over the last 10 years, Tim Hortons has 
donated approximately 29,200 cups of coffee 

and 164 coffee makers to Habitat for 
Humanity Manitoba!



2015 
Partner Family 
Move-Ins
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Winnipeg
Karuba & Wamusho
Danis, Tristan, Pelo, Divine

K’Dah Ra & Shwela
Blessing, Thaehna, Buna Bel

Judith
TJ, Tavari, Trisha, Caleb

Sandra
Aby

Aziza & Abdulmenan
Umar, Yusuf, Fatuma

Zaina & Monfilame
Jonathan, Peniel, Asemba, 
Sara

Andom & Alem
Amanual, Meron, Mellat, 
Shalom

Abrham & Ainom
Haben, Yonatan, Naod, Meiron

Maria
Emily

Daniel & Saba
Morhawi, Rami, Abel, Nahom, 
Yohanes, Muzit

Mathet & Arek
Kwag, Lual, Jok, Ashela

Yonas & Terhas
Esron, Canari, Mordoci

Killarney
Martin & Mellisa 
Alexys, Eric

Asessippi Parkland (Russell)
Maria
Denise, Samantha, Ken

Portage la Prairie
Cynthia
Felicia, Isanti, Jennae

Jesse & Tiffany
Ethan, Daliss

Chris & Amanda
William, Violet

Southeast (Grunthal)
Gabrielle
Dorian, Boe

Wes & Josie
Coen, Lilly-Ann

Kenora
Catherine
Cole, Hope

Habitat 530 (Flin Flon)
Angela
Austin

“I do it because I can. I can because I want to. I 
want to because I care.”

~ Amber Hailstone, WSP ~

“I do it because it’s a tremendous way to team 
build and at the same time, have personal pride 

by giving back to the community.”
~ William Ralph, BDC ~

“I do it because everybody deserves a chance 
to live in a home and be sheltered. I know I’m 
just one person, but I’m hoping I have made a 

difference in that family’s life.”
~ Maria Scollan, RN, The Great-West Life 

Assurance Company ~



Over 4,648 volunteers 
worked over 62,142 hours 
and donated 7,767 days 
to Habitat for Humanity 
Manitoba in 2015.

The total hours 
contributed in 
2015:

Office Volunteers

       Women Build 

               Chapters

                 ReStore

        Committees

572

Non-Build Volunteers

1,125

4,500

6,255

8,966

Women Build

Student Builds

Adopt-a-Days

Volunteers at Large

Chapter Builds

   1,424 

Build Volunteers

   1,584

   3,920

14,576

18,384
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“I do it because I can. The 
comfort of home should not 
be a privilege but a right; a 
right to dignity, safety and 

empowerment.”
~ Kayla Proskurniak, RBC ~



Sweat equity is a term used often when talking about 
the creation or building process. It’s about doing the 
work — the hard work — to bring an idea to life.  That 
work becomes an investment in the project. It can be an 
investment as real as money or land.  The phrase sweat 
equity refers to an ownership interest created by the 
sweat of a person’s labor.

At Habitat for Humanity, sweat equity is also an expression 
of commitment. When Habitat selects a partner family 
we are making a huge commitment to that family: we 
are committing to purchase a piece of land on which to 
build a home; to raise cash and to find volunteers in the 
community to build the house and when it is completed, 
sell it to the family with no down payment and no interest 
on the mortgage. We ask the family to demonstrate their 
commitment to the program by completing 500 hours of 
sweat equity, which has three distinct purposes. 

The first part of the family’s sweat equity is to help us do 
what we do and therein keep our costs down so that we 
can help more families. During this phase the family might 
work in the Habitat ReStore, assist with administrative 
duties in the office, come out to a fundraiser or help in a 
variety of other ways. 

The second part of sweat equity is completion of 
homeowner classes that cover a wide array of topics 
over an eight-week period that includes everything 
from learning how to manage the systems in a home to 
managing family finances. 

The third phase of sweat equity means construction work 
on their home or on a home for another family. We want 
the family active on the build site for three reasons. We 
want the family to:

•	 Work shoulder to shoulder with the financial sponsors 
and volunteers who have come together to build the 
home;

•	 Develop a pride of ownership because they are 
helping to build their own home; and,

•	 Develop an understanding of how a house is 
constructed. The primary requirement for every 
homeowner is to properly maintain their home to 
protect and enhance the value of the home. Helping 
to build the house will assist greatly in grasping the 
fundamentals of caring for the property. 

500 hours of sweat equity is a considerable burden for 
a family to bear considering their many responsibilities 
raising their children and working to make ends meet, 
often at multiple jobs. It is, however, the perfect example 
of what we mean when we say “we provide a hand up, not 
a hand out”. 

What is “Sweat Equity” and What is The Purpose?
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“I do it because everyone deserves 
a place to call home.”

~ Dana Nilsson, 
TD Wealth Private Client Group ~



reat Prices, great 
possibilities

Habitat for Humanity runs a social enterprise called 
the ReStore, a retail operation that helps us fund the 
organization’s administrative costs.  The Manitoba 
ReStores accept donations of quality new and gently 
used clothing and home, building, and renovation 
supplies from individuals, homeowners, businesses 
and organizations and sells them back to the public at 
deeply discounted prices.

New inventory is always arriving from a variety of 
generous supporters, so every trip to the ReStore offers a 
unique opportunity to discover a fantastic deal, one of a 
kind item or the missing piece to your design inspiration. 

Shopping at the ReStores is also an environmentally 
conscious  decision, as much of the product sold would 
otherwise have ended up in a landfill.

erving the Community

There is one ReStore in the City of Brandon located at 
630  Rosser Avenue which opened in January, 2015. 
There are two locations in Winnipeg – ReStore West, 
located at 1081 Ellice Avenue, near the intersection 
of Ellice and Wall, and ReStore East located at 60 
Archibald.

Along with our full and part time employees, we depend 
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on volunteers at our ReStores. In 2015, our volunteers 
committed 8,966 hours to testing, fixing, cleaning, and 
merchandising donations. ReStore staff and volunteers 
also processed a total of 6,255 donations in 2015.

aving the Environment

The Manitoba ReStores divert more than 900,000 kgs 
of waste from our local landfills each year. The ReStores 
recycle cardboard and unusable metal. In 2015, the 
ReStores Metal Recycling Campaign raised $19,815.

          hat you can find at the  
          ReStore 

Kitchens            Clothing         Windows                         
Lights              Fixtures     Tiles  
Paint                Appliances      Hardware
Home Décor     Furniture Lumber
Doors
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“I do it because I was born and raised in 
Winnipeg and want to help in any way 
that I can to help other Winnipegers.”

~ Sandra Brand, Qualico ~
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Garden Party Fashion Show

The Amazing Foot Rally

Holes for Homes

Women Build

12 Habitat for Humanity Manitoba

      $25,487 raised

      $10,093 raised

      $15,148 raised



Women Build introduces women to home 
construction, and through mentorship and training 
encourages women to assume leadership roles 
on the construction site. Women learn and extend 
their home building and leadership skills on a 
Women Build sponsored home. The funds needed 
to construct Women Build homes are raised through 
annual fundraising events and campaigns. Whether 
building or fundraising, women from all walks of 
life come together to build affordable homes for 
families to purchase. 

Since 2005, the Women Build program in Winnipeg 
has provided funding and helped build 
for purchase by Habitat partner families. 

In 2015, Women Build raised over $150,000 
that went directly to support the construction of 
Judith and her family’s new home.  Fundraising 
activities included the Amazing Foot Rally, Build a 
Future campaign, the Garden Party Fashion show, 
Holes for Homes golf tournament, Hammer Time, 
the legal industry shed build challenge and various 
other special events.

The volunteer committee and build volunteers work 
passionately to achieve their fundraising goals.  

2015 Annual Report 13
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“I do it because I didn’t 
think I could!”

~ Michelle Yelland, 
Investors Group 

Financial Services ~
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The partnership between Habitat for  
Humanity Manitoba and Manitoba Liquor & 
Lotteries that began in 2008 has helped enrich the 
lives of hundreds of Manitobans. For volunteers, 
the Legacy Build program is a meaningful and 
rewarding way to help others achieve the dream of 
homeownership, and together we have built new, 
safe, and affordable homes for families across the 
province.

Under the Legacy Build Program, Liquor & Lotteries 
provides annual matching funds of up to $500,000 
to support the building of new homes by Habitat 
for Humanity throughout the province. The 
program, unique to Manitoba, was also designed 
as a self-sustaining funding model to enable 
Habitat for Humanity to build additional houses 
into the future. Mortgage payments from homes 
designated under the Legacy Build program are 
reinvested into the Legacy Build Fund to help fund 
the construction of additional Legacy Build homes. 

Since 2008, when the Legacy Build program began, 
Liquor and Lotteries has contributed $4 million to 
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba build projects. This 
has resulted in more than 60 new homes around 
the province for families in need. Current estimates 
project that this program will provide homes for 
more than 200 families after 50 years.

The memories and skills that volunteers take with 
them make it a win-win experience for everyone 
involved. Bobby Robidoux, store manager at the 
Dominion Liquor Mart, is familiar with the personal 
reward that comes from giving back, having 
volunteered with the Legacy Build program for the 
last two years.

“When Liquor & Lotteries merged in 2013, Habitat 
for Humanity was a new, exciting volunteer 
opportunity for staff at Liquor Marts,” said 
Robidoux. 

“I had heard about Habitat for Humanity, but this 
really helped me understand. Families aren’t just 
given these houses, they help build them, and, 
alongside other volunteers, develop valuable skills 
along the way. It helps everyone take ownership of 
the project.”

Another store manager and devoted volunteer, 
Cory Shaw (Garden City Liquor Mart), shares 
Bobby’s passion for volunteering, and agrees that 
it is highly rewarding.

“The journeyman tradespeople on-site have 
incredible patience and teaching ability,” said 
Shaw. “I learned a lot from them. They helped me 
develop new skills, and it doesn’t matter what skill 
level you have, they will find something that makes 
you feel like you’re making a difference.” 

Habitat for Humanity Manitoba brings people 
together to share in the powerful experience 
of home building. Liquor & Lotteries CEO, John 
Stinson, participated in a build along with other 
high-level executives this past summer.

“When on one of these 
builds, our job titles don’t 
exist. I watched those guys put on a tool belt 
and get dirty just like the rest of us,” said Shaw. 
“Chatting and swapping stories with John (Stinson) 
over lunch was a great time. I think this project is 
really humbling for all of us.”

After seven years, Liquor & Lotteries and Habitat 
for Humanity Manitoba have successfully laid 
the foundation for a stable and long-lasting 
partnership. Through this collaboration, we will 
continue to make the dream of homeownership 
a reality for more Manitobans. Though building a 
home may take only a few weeks, the memories, 
experiences, and sense of pride that comes from 
helping put a family in a new home will last a 
lifetime.

Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries
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Spotlight on Vern Koop, Director, Construction
Vern Koop says history will repeat itself in Winnipeg in 
2017, and he’s determined to be part of the event. Again. 
The 73 year old Winnipegger began his volunteering 
career with Habitat in the early 1990s and in 1993 served 
as the site supervisor for Habitat’s largest project. 

That’s the year Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn came 
to town, the first time the former United States President 
would take a Carter Work Project outside of the US to help 
Habitat. It was to be an epic project. Eighteen houses built 
in a new Winnipeg neighbourhood from the ground-up, 
at the same time, in a matter of days, with the work mostly 
done by volunteers. 

The presence of the former American Commander in 
Chief and First Lady sparked interest from hundreds 
of volunteers and media across the country. But the 
huge task of organizing the round-the-clock operation 
-including some 800 volunteers - would require more than 
the presence of a president. So Habitat turned to Koop, 
who was working at Winnipeg’s Palliser Furniture. The 
company had helped out Habitat before, and agreed to 
loan Koop for the Carter home building project.

That was four months of work, from the initial planning 
and connecting services on the two new coves off Jarvis 
Avenue in Winnipeg’s North End, to the final construction 
blitz that would see the 18 homes rise on the site in a 
matter of days.

During that ‘temporary’ assignment, Vern 
showed how his magnetic personality could 
inspire, drive, and bring out the generosity 
in volunteers and suppliers alike to do the 
“impossible”.

“The 18-house build was new for everybody, including 
Habitat. I went over it in my mind a thousand times. There 
was a really big challenge,” Vern recalled. He wasn’t the 
only one who felt that way.

“That’s the first thing every trade will tell you, you can’t 
do it, it’s impossible,” Vern remembers the reaction to the 
plan to go from basements and main floors, to finished 
product on 18 homes in 4.5 days.

But Vern put together a schedule and showed how it could 
work. Inspired by Vern, driven by the excitement around 
the huge Carter project, dozens of plumbers, electricians, 
drywallers and other trades donated their time and 
material and worked around-the-clock.

“My reputation is pretty good in getting guys to help,” 
Vern says. 

Those homes are still there, and so is Vern. After the 
historic success of the 1993 Carter Build, he decided to 
remain with Habitat as a volunteer before joining the staff 
full time in 2005. He has supervised more than 200 home 
builds since then. That ability to inspire, “getting guys to 
help,” has become a key part of the Habitat for Humanity 
Manitoba method.

There have been other travels and adventures along the 
way, including helping out on other Carter Build projects 
in North Dakota and as far away as Hungary.

And Vern’s desire to help others extends to his 
own home: he and wife Agnes fostered some 
30 children as well as raising their own 3 boys 
at their house in East St. Paul.

But that 1993 Carter Build in Winnipeg remains the 
highlight of his professional career, and he’s looking 
forward to the chance to relive it. Because the Carters are 
coming back in 2017, to top the total from his last visit. 
The project next year will see 25 new homes built.

Vern wonders if the same level of volunteerism and 
community spirit that drove the 1993 Carter Build will 
help make the 2017 version a success. It’s hard to predict. 
But if anyone can inspire it, Vern can.

12
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Interview with Don Bjornson, Director, HFHM Board
Don Bjornson first answered the call to work with 
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba back in 2007. And he’s 
not even sure the call was meant for him.

A client in the construction industry called his 
Winnipeg home one evening to say the Habitat board 
wanted to add someone with legal expertise. Bjornson, 
a lawyer by profession, jumped at the opportunity. But 
he later wondered what would have happened if he 
hadn’t been so quick to pick up the phone.

“My wife is also a lawyer, and I think they 
were actually looking for her,” Bjornson says 
with a chuckle.

Bjornson became a Director of Habitat Manitoba Board 
of Directors in 2008, serving as chair from 2010 – 2011.  
His skill and dedication lead him to be nominated to 
the National Board of Directors in 2011. He has been 
the Chair of the Governance Committee and then, since 
2015 is Habitat Canada’s National Board Chair.

“What struck me about the Habitat model when I first 
learned about it, and what still resonates with me today, 
is that it just makes so much sense,” Bjornson says about 
his years-long commitment to Habitat and his passion 
for spreading the word about what the organization 
does for families and for whole communities.

“We offer potentially life changing 
opportunities to good people and we help 
generations of people in ways that we can’t 
possibly measure.”

Bjornson is currently the in-house legal counsel for 
Manitoba Hydro. As a volunteer on the Habitat board 
he provides what he modestly describes as “a little legal 
support,” along with good governance for a nation-wide 
organization that includes 56 affiliates. 

Bjornson enjoys spending time on the build sites, and 
had an unforgettable experience at a Global Village 
Build in Iqaluit. But he’s the first one to admit he’s “not a 
very handy guy” and his strengths lie in guiding Habitat 
from behind the scenes. 

It’s hard work, but he says he has met some great people 
and made many friends on the Manitoba and national 
boards. The feeling is obviously mutual.

“Don is perhaps the most humble, gentle and genuine 
individual I’ve ever met. In fact, I’ve always said he is a 
walking anomaly in that he has the presence of a Bay 
Street lawyer but the heart of Mother Teresa. That said, 
his soft-spoken demeanor shouldn’t be mistaken for 
his deep-seated resolve to serve families within the 
province and across the country,” says Mark Rodgers, 
Habitat Canada President & CEO.

Bjornson’s willingness to take on the less glamourous, 
but still important tasks, also quickly made him popular.

“At the time I was Chair of Governance and was dealing 
with bylaw revisions.  I mentioned how grueling I found 
that task, and Don said he LOVED bylaws. REALLY?!   So I 
immediately beseeched him to run for the National Board 
of Directors and take on the Governance committee.  He 
did so, with joy!  Don makes contributions in ways no 
one else does and he does it with such competence and 
willingness,” says Mary Cameron, Habitat Canada Past 
Chair.

But Bjornson says he gets the greatest pleasure from 
meeting the families who work on and move into their 
Habitat homes.

“I am part of the Habitat family because the result of our 
work is that we provide partner families not only with 
safe, decent and affordable housing but also pathways 
to succeed that may not have otherwise been available 
to them,” Bjornson says.
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Cycle of Hope Ride Around the Lake

Major Events

House Party & Auction
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$226,251 raised $218,982 raised

$38,176 raised

Muddy Waters

$16,567 raised

“I do it because now that I have my health back, I can.”
~ Johan de Vries ~
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Fighting for Charity Fundraiser
       On November 21, 2015 the Selkirk 
   Judo Club hosted their 16th annual
        “Fighting for Charity Fundraiser”
in support of Habitat for Humanity, 
                                  Selkirk Chapter. 
          31 athletes from the Club 
      participated in this event             
          along with 
         numerous 
       volunteers.  
    

              A total of $2,409 was raised by this  
    outstanding group! 
                 Habitat for Humanity Manitoba is                  
        very proud to be selected as the     
                      charity of choice for this 
                          annual event.  Since 2008,   
        the Selkirk Judo Club has  
               raised an amazing   

                    $22,501.28 
                                  to support the  
             Selkirk Chapter!  



Rural Development

Chapters had an incredibly successful year in 2015.  
Rurally across Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario, 
more families moved into Habitat homes than ever 
before.  We celebrated alongside nine families who 
received keys in Killarney, Russell, Portage la Prairie(x3), 
Grunthal (x2), Kenora, and Flin Flon.  Several projects 

also broke ground in 2015 and we look forward to key 
ceremonies in the near future in Brandon, Carman, 
and Portage la Prairie.  Congratulations to our fine 
group of volunteers, and sponsors across the Chapter 
network who labored to ensure that affordable 
housing is within reach in their community.

22 Habitat for Humanity Manitoba

“I do it because being part of the process and seeing first-hand the gratitude and the excitement 
of the families has just been a wonderful experience for me.” 

~ Joan Griffith-Parker, Selkirk Chapter ~



Maria Diores - Habitat Partner Family from Russell, MB

Maria Christine Diores’ voice swells with pride when she 
describes her home in Russell, Manitoba.

The house on Shell River Avenue has 4 bedrooms – 2 
upstairs and 2 in the finished basement, which has “high 
ceilings, it doesn’t even feel like a basement,” Maria says, 
happily describing the porch on the front, the laminate 
floors and the “nice cupboards” in the kitchen.

Maria’s home is a Habitat for Humanity project, completed 
in October, 2015. Getting into it was a challenging but 
rewarding journey for the 43-year-old mother of three 
kids, aged 6, 12 and 14.

Maria first heard about Habitat while volunteering at a 
fundraiser in Russell. A temporary foreign worker at the 
time, Maria was applying for permanent residency and 
friends encouraged her to also apply to Habitat. On her 
second application, and now as a permanent resident, 
she and her family were accepted and began the 
hundreds of hours of “sweat equity” required to be part 
of the program, early in 2015.

That included community volunteer work doing cleaning, 
planting, preparing food for other families and helping 
with Christmas charities – while Maria was also working 
as an animal health technician in a veterinary 
clinic and taking care of her kids.

All the time, Maria and her family had their 
eyes on the dream – a home of their own.
They were renting a home in Russell for 
a price Maria knew would be better 
spent on a mortgage, if she could 
qualify for one. Habitat’s model – 
building and selling the home at fair 
market value, with a mortgage paid 
at 25 per cent of the family’s income 
– would work for Maria. But she 
would have to work for it too.

Once construction began, Maria
became part of the volunteer crew 
that helped build the house. 

“They taught me how to line up the boards and the 
flooring. I was involved 100 per cent in the building,” she 
says. 

“It was really work by heart, you come after work, even if 
you’re tired you put in your hours,” Maria says. 

And there was a lot of help from the surrounding 
community.

“I am touched by how my friends would come in and leave 
a note, and say ‘my name is so and so I know you need 
hours, just put me in.’ I was very grateful for everyone to 
share their time.”

The home was finished in November 2015. The family 
could finally enjoy the results of their hard work, and 
partnership with Habitat for Humanity.

“That feeling still didn’t sink in, this is my house, until it 
was finally done,” Maria says.
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“I do it because when I needed a hand 
up someone was there for me and 
Habitat for Humanity gave me the 

opportunity to pay it forward!”
~ Thelma Wilkins-Page, 

Kenora Chapter ~
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Winnipeg Key Ceremonies

Judith & Family Karuba & Wamusho & Family K’dah Ra & Shwela & Family

Sandra & Family Aziza & Abdulmenan & Family Zaina & Papy & Family

Andom & Alem & Family Abraham & Ainom & Family Maria & Family

Daniel & Saba & Family Lual & Wek & Family Yonas & Terhas & Family



Meaning of Home
Students Write to Make a Difference

The Meaning of Home Campaign Habitat for Humanity Manitoba, in 
partnership with Genworth Canada, invites students from Grades 4, 5 and 6 
to put pen to paper about what home really means to them.  Thank you to 
Genworth Canada who is committed to helping build stronger communities 
across Canada and generously donates $5 for every entry received.  Thank 
you to the many teachers from both Winnipeg and the province of Manitoba, who have supported the “Meaning 
of Home” Campaign.  It is only through your enthusiasm that this program has shown growth over the years.  

We at Habitat for Humanity Manitoba are very touched to read what home means to children and how they 
express this through their words.  Every child can make a difference!  As one Grade 4 student wrote: 

 A home is mistaken for just a house
 A home could be an apartment, a mansion or a hole for a mouse
 As long as it’s loved by one’s heart and soul
 It’s a home in a person’s life that plays the greatest role!
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Letter to Habitat
“I was asked the other day why I do what I do.. and I 
wanted to share it with you; 

I was fortunate enough to start working for Habitat 
in January of 2015 while I was incarcerated. Once 
released I was offered employment under the 
Stepping Stone Program. What I was given was a 
second chance at a better life to better myself and give 
back to the community in a way I didn’t think would 
be possible. When I started I had some knowledge 
of construction and building, I knew what it took to 
construct a house but not all the tips and tricks I know 
now. For Vern Koop to give me the opportunities and 
possibilites that he has, and to believe in me like he 
does, makes me feel like I am indebted to the cause 
that he so proudly supports. Now I am fortunate to 
be helping other guys that are in the same situation 
I was, by helping them and teaching them to better 
themselves, which is very rewarding. In the short time 
I have worked for Habitat I have learned a lot, built 
quite a few homes and changed quite a few lives. 

Seeing the look on the families’ faces when they are 
presented with the keys to their home gives me a 
feeling I can’t quite explain. 

It makes me want to work even harder for the next 
family. The other day we dedicated a home to a family 
with a boy in a wheelchair whose name was Blessing. 
Watching him wheel around his home yelling “I love 
my new house, I love my new house,” made me feel 
very proud to know I was a part of it all. Getting to 
work with different people from all walks of life from 
my co-workers, the Rockwood guys, volunteers and 
the soon to be home owners, and watching everyone 
work so hard, leave it all out there every day is what 
this program is all about and I couldn’t be more 
grateful to be a part of it. I do it because the feeling 
I have going home every day knowing I’m making 
a difference in someone’s life and helping them to 
achieve something that they never thought was 
possible, just like Habitat gave me the opportunity to 
achieve what I never thought was possible.”

Thank you
Shawn Colbert, Construction



Board of DirectorsLooking Forward
2016 will be a year that is focused on establishing 
our new social enterprise, Habitat Handyman, and in 
planning for a momentous event in 2017: the return 
to Winnipeg of the Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Work 
Project. The first time that the Carters worked outside 
the USA, and their only time in Canada, was when 
they visited Winnipeg in 1993. 

In 2017, to recognize Canada’s 150th birthday, 
Habitat plans to build 150 homes in partnership with 
the Carters, with 25 of those homes constructed in 
Winnipeg. We plan to start 4 of the homes this fall, 
completing them before the Carters arrive. The other 
21 will be built simultaneously with approximately 
500 volunteers and staff on site each day for the 
week the Carters are in Canada. 

We have acquired a small block of land in St. James 
that will hold 16 of the homes with the other 5 
being built at that same location as Ready-to-Move 
homes: constructed on a movable platform that will 
be used to transport the homes to their permanent 
foundations in other parts of the city. 

Donald Bjornson, LLB, Director

Angie Bruce, BA, MBA, Director

Jodi Carradice, CHRP, Director

Chuck Golfman, MBA, CMC, Director

Glen Gowryluk, CPA, CA, Director

Margaret Haworth-Brockman, M.Sc., Chair

Tim Hayward, CPA, CA, CISA, Director

David Hooper, CPA, CMA, CRM, Vice Chair

Marty Maykut, B.Sc., MBA, Director

Ken McCrea, CPA, CA, FLMI, Director

John Ruban, A.I.I.C, CCIB, CRM, Past Chair

Roberta Stout, BA (Honors), MA, Director

Jeremy Warnick, BA, C.F.P., Director
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“I do it because I believe those who are able 
should give (even if it’s just a little) to those who 

are in need, especially when it’s fun!”
~ Rohan Lall, Standard Aero ~



Winnipeg Office and 
Construction Staff ReStore Staff
Susan Buffie, Manager, Sponsorship Development

Shawn Colbert, Construction

Stephen Dyck, Carpenter

Carmen Fredborg, Accounting Specialist

Brenda Friesen, Manager, Family Selection & Support

Jim Gnidziejko, General Manager, Habitat Handyman

Walter Geddert, Site Supervisor

Candace Giesbrecht, Graphic Designer, Communications

Herb Griffith, Safety Coordinator, Chapter Liaison

Michele Happy,  Financial/Database Analyst

Sandy Hopkins,  Chief Executive Officer

Vern Koop, Director, Construction

Donna Korade, Manager, Special Events & Direct Mail

Steve Krahn, MSW, VP, Regional Development

Samantha MacDonald, Site Host, Food Coordinator

Brad MacLennan, CA, VP, Finance & Administration

Rob Martens, Apprentice

Vernelle Mirosh, Director, Fund Development

Peter Ostash, Construction Support

Michelle Pereira, VP, Marketing, Communications & Philanthropy 

Linda  Peters, VP, Program Delivery

Christiane Pham, Project Manager, Designer

Margaret Schonewille, Manager, Fundraising & Stewardship

Luc St. Godard, PCP, Human Resources Specialist

David Stoesz, Construction

Shawn Ward, Apprentice

Nicholas Williams, Assistant Controller

Gail Wright, Data Entry/Administration

Ali Asghar, Sales Associate

Raymond  Baril, Cashier

Arlette Bateman, Manager, Procurement

James Boyer,  Sales Associate

Kurt Bugera, Sales Associate

Tim Frey, VP, ReStore

Debbie Graham, Assistant Manager

Cory Halladay, Associate Manager

Espi Javier, Cashier

Gregg Kozyra, Driver

Jason LaFrenieze, Sales Associate

Gareth Mills, Manager, Procurement

Angelito Nuestro, Sales Associate

Sheila Picklyk, Dispatch Supervisor

Humberto Pimental, Driver

Devon Preece, Sales Associate

Terri Purchase, Merchandiser

Ceazar Revera, Sales Associate

Marcel Thomas, Store Manager
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“I do it because you allow me 
to and I’m able to and also 

because I still enjoy the work.”
~ Dave Stoesz, Construction ~



FLOFORM Countertops, with its Head Office in Winnipeg, is a leading 
manufacturer of quality countertops. Since 2010, FLOFORM has been 
fabricating and installing all countertops for Habitat for Humanity 
homes in Winnipeg.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS HOME SPONSORS

BUILD PARTNERS 

Wawanesa Insurance, a proud Manitoba company, has actively 
supported Habitat for Humanity for many years in a variety of ways 
including sponsorship of our Special Events. For the past four years 
Wawanesa has been the lead donor for the Manitoba Property Insurance 

annual home build. In addition to the cash support to Habitat, Wawanesa employees don their work boots and 
tool belts to assist to build a home each year.

At Dufresne Furniture, we believe it is our honour and our responsibility to support 
the communities that have continued to support us for nearly 30 years. We are proud 
to partner with HFHM by providing product to the ReStore and a new energy efficient 
washer and dryer pair for each new home build in Winnipeg. Find out more about 
Dufresne at www.dufresne.ca.

$50K Home Sponsor

$25K Home Sponsor

BUILT RIGHT. ON TIME.

Since 1996, The Home Depot Canada and its Foundation have been the largest supporters 
of Habitat for Humanity in Canada and currently donate over $5 million in funding and 
product as well as thousands of volunteer hours each year to affordable housing projects.

During four days in September, cycling enthusiasts ride through scenic routes of Lake 
of the Woods to raise money for Habitat for Humanity Manitoba. Each rider commits to 
raising a minimum of $5,000 in cash pledges and pays for their own accommodation and 
meal expenses.

Ursuline Sisters of Tildonok Inc.
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Sponsors Major ReStore 
Donors

Abalon Foundation Repairs
Access Credit Union Limited, Grunthal Branch
All Star Concrete
All Weather Windows
AMC Foam Technologies Inc.
Anne Friesen Charitable Trust
Anonymous (5)
Antex Western Ltd.
Arctic Glacier Canada Inc.
Arne’s Welding Ltd.
Assiniboine Community College
Assiniboine Credit Union
Bergen Cabinets
Bev Hiebert
Bill & Marianne Hildebrandt
Bob Williams
Brian & Jennifer Thiessen
Brian & Ruth Hastings
Brock White Canada 
Bruce & Beverley Jacobs
Cadillac Fairview Corporation Limited
Cambrian Credit Union
Carol Harvey
CG Power Systems Canada Inc.
City Mix
City of Brandon
Coca-Cola Refreshments Canada
Contempra Signs
Cottage Essentials/Kitchen Craft
Cowin Steel Co. Ltd.
Daelight Consulting
Dana Todd
Dave & Lyn Fefchak
Derksen Plumbing & Heating (1984) Ltd.
Domino’s Pizza of Canada Ltd.
Duxton Window & Doors
Emergent Biosolutions
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Exco Ventures Ltd.
Flynn Canada Ltd.
G.R. Carscadden Funeral Chapel
Genworth Canada
Global News
Graphic Packaging International Canada ULC
Green Acres Colony
Grunthal Lumber
Hunter Douglas Canada Inc.
Insurance Brokers Association of Manitoba
Investors Group “Winnipeg South Region”
iQmetrix
Jim and Leney Richardson
JMX
Johnston Group
Kenora and Lake of the Woods Regional Community Foundation
Knights of Columbus Dauphin Council No. 3497
Kristjan & Shirley Benidickson
Lafarge Canada Inc.

Levitt-Safety
Lions Club of Virden
Loewen Drywall Ltd.
Loewen Mechanical Ltd.
Manitoba Home Builder’s Association
Manitoba Public Insurance
Monarch Industries
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Gyles
Murray Chevrolet 
Nelson Environmental Inc.
Neptune Properties Inc.
Nissan Canada Foundation
Noreen & Robert Allen Charitable Trust
Nor-Tec Electric Ltd.
Owens Corning
Pattison Outdoor Advertising
Portage Mutual Insurance
Priority Restoration
ProInCon Limited
Pugh’s Sand & Gravel Ltd.
Quintex Services Ltd.
R.M. of Hanover
RBC Wealth Management Dominion Securities
Red River Mutual
RenewABILITY Energy Inc.
Roger Branum Construction
Roofing Solutions
Rosehill Woodcrafters
Rotary Club of Kenora
S&J Construction Ltd.
Schneider Electric Ltd.
Security Decorating
Silver Creek Builders
Springfield Colony Woodworking
StandardAero
Star Building Materials Ltd.
Tachane Foundation
TD Canada Trust
Terracon Development Ltd.
The Bodtker Group
The Pollard Family Foundation
The Window & Door Store
Tim Hortons
Towers Realty Group Ltd.
United Food and Commercial Workers Union
Usines Giant Factories Inc.
Weyerhaeuser
Whirlpool Canada Inc.
Wieler Electric
Winnipeg Executive Association Inc.
Winnipeg Free Press
Winnipeg Furniture Services Ltd.
Wynward Insurance Group

The Home Depot 
Jeld-Wen Windows and Doors 
Sherwin-Williams
Selkirk Home Hardware Building Centre 
Rona Home and Garden
All Weather Windows 
Palliser Furniture Upholstery Ltd.
Atlas Graham 
Acklands Grainger 
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries
LaLoo Accessories
FloForm 
Office Max Grand & Toy
Princess Auto Ltd.
EQ3 Ltd.
McMunn & Yates 
Western Fabrics
Structural Composite Technologies Ltd.
Richelieu Hardware Ltd.
Dufresne Furniture
Ply Gem
Kitchen Craft 
Don Chase 
Primco 
Allmar Inc.
RBC Royal Bank 
Antex Western
Active Management
Ideal Floors ( Winkler)
Netley Millwork 
G&L Sales Ltd.
Gentek 
Inn at the Forks 
Kepsco Construction Services Ltd.
Parker Hannifin Canada 
Star Building Materials Ltd.
recall
Library and Archives Canada
Woodland Supply 
Rainbow International Restorations 
Kenora Home Hardware Building Centre
The Royal Canadian Mint 
Delta Winnipeg
Buhler Furniture Inc.
Steinbach’s Flooring Canada
Inner City Renovation Inc.
Winnipeg Custom Countertops 
Ames Tile & Stone 
Wolseley Mechanical Group
Jim & Theresa Bornhorst 
DirectBuy of Winnipeg
Richardson Centre 
Olympic Building Centre 
Metrie 
Radiology Consultants of Winnipeg Ltd.
Yarrow Sash & Door 
ACE Canada 
Priority Restoration

Thank you to our other supporters who do not appear on this list. Accurate as of December 1, 2015
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Winnipeg Habitat for Humanity Inc.     

Statement of Financial Position   

As at December 31                      2015       2014
 
ASSETS    
Cash and deposits                $      1,056,307              $         1,251,118 
Accounts receivable                275,699               175,885 
Inventory, refundable deposits and prepaid expenses           258,565               298,489 
Construction in progress            1,730,144            2,448,257 
Mortgages receivable         30,428,320          26,156,908 
Residential property             1,979,265            1,564,033 
Property and equipment            1,076,833            1,065,087 
Investment in subsidiary                  24,161                  25,340 
TOTAL ASSETS          36,829,294          32,985,117 
 
LIABILITIES    
Accounts payable and deferred contributions         1,362,975                995,381 
Debt               5,204,678            4,743,086 
TOTAL LIABILITIES            6,567,653            5,738,467 

NET ASSETS    
Invested in property and equipment             574,084                588,986 
Internally restricted chapter funds              712,837            1,190,455 
Unrestricted           28,974,720          25,467,209 
             30,261,641          27,246,650 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS             $      36,829,294              $      32,985,117 
     
Winnipeg Habitat for Humanity Inc.

Statement of Operations   
For the 12 Months ended December 31      2015       2014
 
REVENUES    
Donations, special events, grants, other               $        4,105,876              $         4,339,321 
Habitat Winnipeg ReStore               898,926               717,122 
              5,004,802           5,056,443 
EXPENSES    
Administration and Fundraising costs          1,315,281            1,220,782 
Build program costs                460,103               647,363 
Habitat for Humanity Canada Affiliation fees            105,673                 65,719 
Interest on long term debt               185,540               172,935 
Tithe for international efforts                 10,000    10,000 
               2,076,597            2,116,799 
EXCESS REVENUE OVER EXPENSES BEFORE CONSTRUCTION BUILD COSTS AND OTHER         $        2,928,205              $        2,939,644 

These Financial Summaries are not audited. The 2015 Audited Financial Statements are available on request.
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“This is not my quote, but it applies 
perfectly” 

We make a living by what we get, we 
make a life by what we give”, 

Sir Winston Churchill
~ Gerald Bouchard, Arne’s ~

“I do it because it is a wonderful way to 
pay it forward and everyone deserves a 

house they can call home.”
~ Jim Robson, Great West Life ~

“It is a privilege and honour to be associated 
with Habitat for Humanity. Habitat makes 
it possible to partner with families and help 
them improve their lives. It was a privilege 
for myself and our team from Gordon Food 

Service to be part of the house build, working 
side by side with a family striving for a bright 
future in our community. I’m so proud to be 
able to help families achieve their dreams!
It brought such overwhelming pride and 
emotion to see the joy in the faces of our 

partner family on the day that we presented 
the keys to their new home”.

~ Dale Maksymyk, President, 
Gordon Food Services ~

Cash Sources
2015 2014
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Habitat for Humanity Manitoba Administration Office & ReStore
60 Archibald Street, Winnipeg, MB, Canada  R2J 0V8
T 204 233 5160   TF 1 855 396 4224   F 204 233 5271

“I first became involved with Habitat for Humanity by 
photographing their Muddy Waters Bike ride in 2010. It 
didn’t take long to realize just how hard Habitat works 

day in and day out by helping families own a home 
of their own. Whether it’s employees or volunteers, all 
are fun-loving, energetic and dedicated people who 
work tirelessly for this organization’s worthy cause. 
How could one not want to be a part of Habitat for 

Humanity and help in some small way.”
~ Dennis Swayze, photographer extraordinaire ~


